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Merjory, >. Meadowvale. m. Col. 


Clare, b. in Bredford, , Alexsader Headerson 
of Brampton. 
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Breapton, Coal end lumber mercheant. 
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Brampton-- Busy to-day cutting out two suitings 
et his tailoring egtablichment on Main st., was Mr. 
Thomas Wilson who is celebrating his eighty-sixth 
birthday. Mr. Wilson is one of the oldest citizens 
of the town, enjoys remarkable health, has retained ali 
his faculties and continues on at a trade that he 
learned when a very young man in Scotland, Mr. wilson 
was born in Kdinbargh, scotiand, and served an 
apprenticeship of seven years in that city. vuring the 
time he earned no salary but "lived in” and received 
his room and board. ie came to this continent when @ 
young man of twenty-eight, ianding at Sew York. After 
a short time there he came to woodstocse and later to 
Meadowvale, @ smaii village near this town, but at that 
time a very busy place, t e centre of the grein shipping 
market of the county. He deturned overseas for over 
& year engaging at his traded near uonden, England. 
Returning to vanada he settled in this town and forty 
years ago established the present business in which his 
son assists him. Mr. Wilson is\the oldeet member living 
of the Golden Star Lodge, 101, 1.0.0.F., and has 
filled every office in a subordinete lodge up to the 
chair. He is a member of srampton Sresbyterian church 
and a staunch wiberal in politics. in 1871 he married 
Susannah raul and seven years ago next August they ce- 
Jebrated their golden wedding. heir union was 


blessed by e family of seven, three sons, 4. H. wilson 
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2. WILSON CELEBRATING EIGHTY-NINTH BIRTHDAY. 


Thomas Wilson, prominent among Brampton's older 
residents, will celebrate his 89th birthday on Sunday 
(April 12th). He still enjoys remarkably good health 
and took a walk down to his Place of business. The 
occasion will be marked by a birthday party at his 
home. Mr. Wilson is the oldest living member of 
Golden Star I.0.0.F. 
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THOMAS WILSON,  Brampton’s 
oldest resadent. wilt eeleprete his Sand 
burtadey on April 32. 


oO Staying only @ brief time 
York, he came to Canada 
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INTERVIDY WITH Mie Me AGP 
I eame to Canada Whe the Franco war 


broke out in 1870, I think, from "oolfoh, England, 
although I was born in Edinboro. First I came to lew 
York City and in 1871 ceme to Meadowvale. The reason 

I went there was because I had an offer of a jod from 
Joseph Sutcliffe to do tailoring for him - that was 

my business and I might mention here that I was cutter 
for Gooderhem and Worte. I stayed in Meadowvale for 
about six years. It was a thrivin, place then. The 
Fall of the year was certainly a buey season there. 
Bvery day large quontities of wheat would be delivered 
there. The Flour Mill was going night and day and 

th.re were over a dozen coopers meking barrells for the 
flour. They used to ship it to Meiton from Meadowvale 
by team. Sutcliffe's store was a big place then too. 
When we first went there my wife always remembered how 
kind our neighbours were - nothing was too much for then 
to do for you. She was just young and inexperienced at 
the time and tiey helped her settle our little house, 
baked for her and @id everything they could. She couldzilit 
understand all this kindness because in England where si@ 
came from didn't take that much interest in other people. 


The big dey in Meadowvale was the lst of July. There 
were all kinds of things going on on that day. There vould 
be gomes of all kinds, the Brampton Excelsiors would 


come up and play Lacrosse against some other team - it 


wouldn't be Meadowvele beceuse they never had a Lacrosse 
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team. 


To cet back to my story, I stayed in Mendowvale 
for ubout six years, then I went back to the Old Country 
for a year, When I returned, I went to Sradford and 
lived there for about six years also and from there oname 
to Brampton and worked for a man by the same of Phillips 
who kept a dry goods store. He sold everything there - 
practically, dry goods, boots and shoes and a lot of 
other things besides. My occupation has always been 
tailoring like my father and all my forefathers. This 
man Phillips failed and I went looking for another job. 
I started msiness then for myself, in a very small way 
but I got along very nicely. My store was where the 
Banner and Times now is. Some of the wen who had worked 
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for Phillips started in with me. I stayed there for 
about 4 years and then my eldest son who worked with me 
sugcested that we get a better place as business was 
improving aad so we moved up to where ou: store is now 
Opposite the Victoria Hotel. My second son, Albert is 


carrying on the business now. 
Politicos - I have always been a good Liberal. 


Church - Ih ave always attended the P-esd, terion Church. 
I aman flder and have been for yerrs and I also took up 


the collection in the church for yerre.. 
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Societies - I beleng ta the Odd Fellows and I am the 
oldest livin member. I have belonged to this for about 


55 years. Mo Reynolds and Mr. Perry were other ola 
timers in the Odd Fellows but they are both dead now, 


My wife's maiden name was Susanna Paul. She was from 
Ramegate, England. She was born the 25th of Nov. 1847 (7?) 
Died, Oct. 20th, 1930. Buried in Brampton Cemetery. 
We were ma ried two days before se sailed to America 


Children 


Jemes - Born May 28, 1871 at Meadowvale. Attended school 
in England for a while, then in Bradford and he Matrice 
ulated from ‘rampton High School. He marfied a Miss 


Margaret Walker of Vancouver. They do sot live in Peel. 


Minto - Born at Meadowvale abou. 1876 (2). Married 
John Contalin. They are living in the Strtes. 


Marjory - Sorn in Meadowvele. Married Thomas Brown. 


Her husband is a Colonel in the States. 


Herbert - orn in Newmarket. Married Florence Pickering 


of Brampton. They live on Peel Avenue in 5. ampton and 
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have two children, Helen attending U. of 7. and 
James at Hich Sehopol.: 


Glare - 5orn in Sradford. Married Alex. Henderson. 
They are living in Brampton on Church Street (where 
Mx. Thomas Yilson resides). Her busband is in the 
hardware business. They have no children. 


Dorothy (Twin of Sidney) Born in Bradford. Married - 
John Mclaughlin of Burke's Falls. iio children. ‘They 
are living in Brampton. Mr. MoLaughlin is in the 
Coal and Lumber business. 


Sidney (Tin of Dorothy) Bora in Bradford. Married Miss 
Edna White of Treuton. They are living in Toronto. 
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BE: MEADOWVALE. 
When I first came to Canada, I thought it wes 
the grandest place in the world. Young people had 


every advantage to <et ahead. 


At Meadowvale we just had a small cottage and 
all the rent we paid was $2.50 a month. The house is 
still there just outside of the town opposite the 
Mill. 


People used to go from Brampton to Meadowvale to 
get their clothing at Sutoliffe's. They could buy 
if cheaper there then at Brampton. Everybody was doing 
well and everybody seemed to have cash in those days. 
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INTERVIZW WITH MR. THOMAS WILSON, BRAMPTON. AF. 
It was around 1872 or 1873 that the Reformers 
give a big free picnio in Brampton. It was held in 
the flats in the old Fair grounds. Teams oalled at 
Meadowvale for us and brought us to Srampton. 


There were cloth s baskets full of chickens and. 
there must have been all of 40 pair. Tey had all the 
tea, buns and cake you could eat and everything was 
free and all you had to do was help yourself. You 
could o into the Hotel - The Revere house and have 
all the liquor you wanted to drink and that didn't 
cost anything either, It was certainly a big day. 


